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FACTS  A3 OUT  TUPELO  HOMESTEADS 


Department  of  Agriculture 
Farm  Security  Administration 


OFFICIAL  NAME: 


Tupelo  Homesteads 


LOCATION: 


HISTORY  OF  PROJECT i 


PURPOSE  OF  PROJECT: 


In  Lee  County,  northeast  Mississippi,  approximately  four 
miles  from  the  corporate  limits  of  the  City  of  Tupelo. 

Initiated  by  Subsistence  Homesteads  division  of  the  De- 
partment of  the  Interior.    Approved  December  15,  1933. 
Construction  of  original  25  units  (Unit  A)  started  August  7, 
1934  and  completed  October  25,  1934.    Transferred  to  Re- 
settloment  Administration  by  Executive  Order,  May  15, 
1935.    Construction  of  10  additional  units  (Unit  B)  began 
April  10,  1936;  completed,  Aurust  12,  1936. 

The  project  -was  designed  to  give  35  low-income  families 
better  housing,  and  an  opportunity  of  increasing  their 
real  income  by  raising  subsistence  crops.  Homesteaders 
work  in  nearby  Tupelo  and  practice  a  "live -at -home"  plan 
on  the  project. 

PROJECT  DESCRIPTION:  Individual  home-sites  on  this  170  acre  project  average  3.12 

acres.    The  remaining  acreage  is  allotted  to  parks  and 
roads.    One  of  the  two  parks  on  the  project  has  a  6-acre 
lake.    Near  the  lake,  a  spring  house  and  dancing  pavilion 
have  been  constructed,  and  also  several  miles  of  gravel  roads 
Homesteaders  will  raise  truck  crops,  mostly  vegetables, 
and  will  keep  poultry  and  livestock. 


HOUSE  DESCRIPTION: 


The  houses  on  the  project  vary  —  nine  are  three-room  houses; 
13  are  four-room,  and  13,  five-room.    Each  house  has  a  sep- 
tic tank,  modern  plumbing,  a  fireplace,  electricity,  and  an 
electric  hot  water  heater.    The  original  25  houses  also 
have  pump  houses,  combination  garage  and  chicken  houses,  and 
combination  cowstalls  and  storage  barns.    New  units  have 
pump  houses  and  a  combination  barn  and  chicken  house. 
Fencing  for  chicken  yards  and  a  small  orchard  of  peach,  plum, 
pear  and  nut  trees  have  also  been  provided. 
Vteter  is  obtained  from  individual  '•veils  equipped  with  auto- 
matic electric  pumps  and  storage  tanks,  while  individual 
septic  tanks  dispose  of  sewage.     Telephone  service  is 
installed,  and  electricity  is  furnished  by  T.V.A. 


( 


HOMESTEADERS:  A  study  of  15  families,  a  typical  oross-seotion  of  the  home- 

steaders, revealed  that  more  than  two-thirds  had  either 
completed  high  school  or  had  several  or  more  years  in  high 
school.    Most  of  the  parents  are  between  25  and  40  years 
old.    More  than  half  of  the  20  children  are  between  the 
ages  of  5  and  12  years.    At  the  time  of  application,  all 
the  homesteaders  were  regularly  employed  —  some  as  salesmen, 
bookkeepers;  one  as  a  dry-cleaner j  a  baker,  clerk,  and 
ohemist.    More  than  two-thirds  of  the  men  and  women  had 
had  some  farm  experience.    Annual  income  ranged  from  $800 
to  $1600.    The  majority  of  homesteaders  were  making  be- 
tween $1000  and  $1300,  and  the  average  annual  income  was 
set  at  $1198.    The  same  proportion  of  homesteaders  had  in- 
surance and  owned  automobiles.    Most  of  the  homesteaders 
paid  between  $15  and  $27.49  for  monthly  rental  for. 5  to 
1.5  of  a  room  per  person,  previous  to  application  at  Tupelo 
Homesteads. 


ooOoo 


